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Holiday Closings - 2007
Independence Day — Wednesday, July 4th

Labor Day — Monday, September 4th

Columbus Day — Monday, October 8th

Annual Meeting Results

Re-elected to three-year terms on the Unified 
Communities Federal Credit Union’s Board of Directors 
are Jon Brakke, Don Skidmore, and Pat Smith.  Thank 
you to all of our Directors who volunteer their time and 
talent in the planning and direction of our Credit Union.

July – August – September 
are the PRIME months for 

Auto Buying

As auto companies 
get ready for their 
annual new model 
introduction, 
dealers are eager 
to get rid of the old 
models—especially 
since dealer volume 
targets set by the manufacturers track the model year. 
Usually such model-year shopping works best in July, 
August, and early September, ahead of the traditional 
October 1 start of the new model year. And don’t forget a 
cardinal rule of car buying: Plan ahead for your financing. 
Get preapproved financing from Unified Communities 
Federal Credit Union before you ever go car shopping. 
Apply online at www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com or call 
us today!

Canton Office:    (734) 485-3300 
Belleville Office: (734) 697-4800 

 

Relay For Life 2007
In spite of challenging weather conditions 
the Unified Communities Federal Credit 
Union’s Relay for Life Team walked the track 
at Belleville High School for 24-hours to 
raise money for the American Cancer Society.  
Starting at 10:00 am on June 2nd through 10:00 
am on June 3rd, staff and their family teamed 
up to participate with local Belleville residents 
in this annual community event. Through their 
efforts the staff of UCFCU raised $1,300.

Member Service Representative 
Tracie Sanders-Barber walks her shift 

during the 24-hour  event.

Mission Statement
“Unified Communities Federal Credit Union is a 
member-owned cooperative, that will continually strive 
to provide professional services, remaining competitive 
and fiscally responsible to its members’ needs.”



STOP WASTING 
TIME STANDING 

IN LINE and
MONEY ON 
STAMPS!

Pay your loan AUTOMATICALLY! No more 
wasted stamps or checks — we have THREE 
easy ways for you to automatically pay your loan. 

•  Direct Deposit
•  Payroll Deduction
•  Automatic Funds Transfer

Contact a Member Service Representative at 
734-485-3300 or 734-697-4800 to set up 
automatic payments today!

48225 Michigan Avenue • Canton, MI • 48188
Phone • 734-485-3300 • Fax • 734-485-0240

186 Main Street  • Belleville, MI• 48111
Phone • 734-697-4800 • Fax •734-697-4844
 
www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com

Office Hours
Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Applicants related to the Board of Directors, Supervisory Committee members, 
Credit Committee members or Credit Union staff are not eligible. Scholarship 
award is paid by check to the college or university, which has accepted the 
applicant for enrollment.

THEODORE “TED’ HANCOX 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

In honor of our long-standing Credit Union 
volunteer, Ted Hancox, Unified Communities 
Federal Credit Union will award a $500.00 
scholarship to one high school graduate of 
Unified Communities Federal Credit Union. 
The deadline is approaching FAST! All entries 
must be received by July 31, 2007 to be 
considered. For more information, call us 
at (734) 485-3300, or visit our website at 
www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com

With gas prices up, some 
car care guidance and sharp 
shopping skills are necessary to 
help you cut fuel consumption:
 
•  Don’t fill the gas tank past   
 full--too much will just slosh or seep out 
•  Buy the lowest grade (octane) of gasoline your 
 car can use--check your owner’s manual for this   
 information 
•  Drive slower, within the speed limit—
 the faster you drive, the more gas you use 
•  Make one trip for all your errands and plan the
 most efficient route 
•  Keep tires properly inflated and regularly check   
 alignment and balance 
•  Get regular tune-ups 
•  Empty the trunk--a weighted-down car uses more fuel
•  Buy a fuel-efficient car

Ways to Cut the 
Cost of Fuel

Get the extra cash that you need at a great 
rate with easy terms. Enjoy a family vacation, 
spruce up the house, or pay tuition expenses.

*Limited time offer. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are 
based on your credit history and are subject to change.

As low as 9.25%APR*

for 12 months
Apply TODAY.

Summer Loan 
Special

1-Day Park Admission
Adult Tickets: $34.50 (save $7.45 over gate price)

Junior Tickets: Under 48” Tall : $11.95 (same as gate price)
Senior Tickets: Age 62 and older : $11.95 (same as gate price)

Sorry, no refunds on tickets.

Discount Cedar Point Tickets
Another Benefit from 

Unified Communities Federal Credit Union



Youth Week Celebration at 
Unified Communities Federal 

Credit Union

To promote financial literacy and good savings 
habits, the credit union celebrated National Youth 
Week in May with a Stash Your Cash theme. 
Among the activities were drawings for wooden 
treasure chests, an IPOD and Pirates of the 
Caribbean DVDs. A bicycle was also given away, 
sponsored by AAA insurance who presented Child 
ID kits. At our Belleville office, Police Chief 
Gene Taylor talked to kids about peer pressure and 
handed out literature on MADD (Mothers Against 
Drunk Drivers) and gun safety locks. Chief Taylor 
also performed child seat safety inspections for 
anyone with child car seats.

Justin Sayer,(middle) with Mom Jenny Sayer (left) and 
Belleville Branch Manger Martha Warren (right).

Belleville Police Chief Gene Taylor
inspects child safety seats.

Struggling under the 
weight of heavy 
expenditures, like home 
improvement projects, 
medical bills, tuition, or 
even a family wedding? 
A home equity loan from 
Unified Community Federal Credit Union may be just the 
financial muscle you need. 
 
Here’s what makes our home equity loan such a smart 
way to pay off your big expenses: 
 

● The potential for tax-deductible interest 
 (consult a tax adviser) 

● Low interest rates 

● Personal service to help you match your goals
 with your budget 
 
Why look elsewhere for a home equity loan when your 
credit union membership can get you the money you 
need, for less? Call us today at (734) 485-3300 (Canton 
Office) or (734) 697-4800 (Belleville Office).

Home Equity Loans – 
the Power of Equity

Mortgage Special!

30-Year Payments at our 10-Year Rate!
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to save.

Do you want to lower your interest rate to reduce your 
monthly payment? You may want to consider taking 
advantage of our 10 Year Balloon mortgage special. This 
unique product allows you to make 30-Year payments 
at our 10-Year rate. At the end of ten years, you have 
the option of refinancing or paying off the balance. The 
interest rate is lower than on a 30-Year Fixed, resulting 
in lower monthly payments – and more money in your 
pockets! Plus, the loan is flexible; it can be applied to 
purchases or refinances on loans of at least $10,000. For 
more information or to apply, contact a Loan Officer 
toll-free at (888) 562-6865.



Identity Theft Victim 
Checklist

If you are a victim of identity theft, take these 
steps immediately:

•  Place a fraud alert on your credit reports,
 ask for a free copy of your credit report,   
 and review those reports for evidence of  
 accounts you didn’t open. Fraud unit
 contacts are:

Equifax 800-525-6285
P.O. Box 740241, Atlanta, GA 30374-0241

Experian 888-397-3742
P.O. Box 9532, Allen, TX 75013

TransUnion 800-680-7289
P.O. Box 6790, Fullerton, CA 92834-6790

•  Close accounts — including share drafts/  
 checks or ATM cards — that have been   
 tampered with or used fraudulently. Contact  
 all financial institutions and lenders, credit  
 card issuers, utility companies, and the
 Social Security Administration to notify
 them of the fraud. Follow up each    
 conversation with a letter.

•  File a report with law enforcement and   
 insist on getting a copy of the report or the  
 report number.

•  File a complaint with the FTC. Visit 
 ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/ for more  
 information or call 877-IDTHEFT.

The financial decisions you make immediately after
college graduation will have a big impact on your future.
Here are eight steps to take to make sure you’re headed
in the right direction.

1. Match cash income and outflow. List all debts and 
expected expenses and then make a budget. Get into 
the habit of saving money regularly using direct 
deposit and payroll deduction. A free checking and 
Debit/ATM card from the credit union can help you 
manage your finances. 

2. Start paying off student loans. Figure out how much 
you owe and how much you can afford to pay each 
month. Lenders recommend payments not exceed 
8% to 10% of gross monthly income.

3. Manage credit card debt. Pay off outstanding debt 
and make subsequent payments on time. That 
way, you can build a good track record to qualify 
for the best mortgage rates by the time you’re 
ready to make a down payment on a house or 
condo. Unified Communities Federal Credit Union 
offers affordable credit cards to help manage your 
expenses.

4. Housing likely will be your biggest expense so 
make sure you can afford the monthly payments. 
Consider finding a roommate.

5. Decide if a new car is feasible. Make sure you can 
afford the payments as well as the high-priced car 
insurance as a single in your 20s. Check out the 
credit union’s low rates. We can calculate payments 
at a variety of terms to fit your budget.

6. Start saving for retirement. Invest in your company’s 
401(k) retirement plan if one is available. You can 
also open an IRA at the credit union and make 
regular deposits up to your annual limit. 

7. Set goals. Make a list of goals you want to reach 
within the first six months after graduating. 
Measure achievements along the way, and change 
goals as your career advances.

Eight Steps to Financial
Success for New Grads

8. And remember, the people at your credit union 
are ready to provide the services and support 
you need--as you get started and as you move 
through your life.


